. Three days after the cyclone, surveys of several offshore and inshore reefs revealed extensive damage, including breakage and overturning of corals, dislodgement and tearing of soft corals and sponges, exfoliation of reef matrix, transport of sand and dislodgement of seaweeds. The benthic algal community responded rapidly to the cyclone disturbance. Newly available substrates were immediately colonised by an extensive bloom of benthic, pennate diatoms, giving the reef a yellowish coloration (Fig. 1) . The bloom apparently resulted from the increase in substrate available for colonisation, but may also have been promoted by nutrient increases, either from run-off (on inshore reefs) or by storm-disturbed sediments (e.g., Russ and McCook 1999). There have been few documented examples of blooms of benthic diatoms after cyclone disturbances, although their planktonic counterparts (Delesalle et al. 1993 ) and some green benthic macroalgae (Littler and Littler 1999) are known to bloom after storms.
